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“Rabindranath Tagore was universal bécause he was regio-
nal, he had touched the ‘Universal Concrete’ and by sending
his creative roots deep down in the soul of Bengal, the poet
had effected contact with perennjal springs of inspiration.
Bengal’s customs and Folk-Lore, her mythclogics and her bauti-
ful old crafts Bengal’'s songs sung by her boatmen and by the
tillers of the soil, the old and vital words that are still used by
the peasants, entered into the heart of his verse. His songs are
resonants with folk tunes, and folk rhymes just as poetry is
filled with Poetry of common Life. ( Proceiding of the Asiatic
Folk Literature Society Vo 11, No. 1, 1944 )
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“Emulating the ‘vernacular’ literature in Western Apabhransa

which had doubtless already established itself in Bengali a liter-
ary language for mass appeal and taking note of such meagre
Folk Literature as may have existed orally in the vernacular
dialects of Bengal, Buddhist preachers of the Sahaja school were
probably the first to begin compose padas or short Poems of
four to half-a-dorzen rimed complete in the Proto-Bengali

Vernacular.
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Wowma oram,; Iy FAEH | 215T1S] FRER ATTON & 9A
IR 6I7IeE AeAce ‘Riddles, perhaps even more than most
types of traditional lore, have a way of ‘staying put’. Their vi-

gorous compactness of form seems to give them a peculiar hold

on the popular in agination and in many cases to insure their
preservation for centuries. “‘&gfs YiY1 FSIS M ARG IFUIR
P HA) AYATY IR | O FooAT oS THIIT 93g ERizm Ted
@ SOV PR MSIA1 "SR AT AATFS TH AR | A13A AN
oo Tqvag u3ie Tsigda arpaty «lyia (Brabmanical riddles) &Ed.
PLARA o—

There was a little green house,

And in the little green house,

There was a little brown house,

And in the little brown house,

There was a little yellow house,

And in the litile yellow house
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There was a little white house,
And in the little white house,
There was a little heart.

@R glyeria (e YiY NS | ZHS NIRRT MR AT 1T e
F2T TR O TS AW 33[C T AR | AATWT AT @ &+
SRS TS FIoN Fa AZLE Sl wF | (A& @ iy JIv Tqacea
‘Cracking riddles’ T&iq @€ @A ‘From olden times, as an
early exercise of the primitive mind, in its adjustment to the
world about it, comes the riddle.”
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AIR3F 313 Ol #[79F ‘The Books of Meery Riddles ( 1600 and
1686) Ard TrE FAEA YIS TATAF 65191 I F3 | Sl e (U3
WFTB B2 T 3T 281 8 —

In the wit quicke ?

Then do not sticke

To read these riddle darke
Which if thou doe,

And rightly too,

Thou art a witty sparke.
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